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Tracking citations in Law — Guest Post by
Quentin Pope

Dr Quentin Pope, a Liaison Librarian and subject specialised librarian with specific responsibilities for the

library and information requirements of QUT School of Law, outlines how you can track citations in Law.

The primary purpose of bibliographic reference research is to link references in citations of
scholarly publications. For cross-linking citations to publications, an essential, but not
sufficient or sole, condition is the extensive coverage of scientific literature by a publication

provider/database, in which citation cross-referencing to be performed.
Legal publishers more than other scientific publishers, it appears, are protective of their
content and, moreover, the coverage of the legal content by each provider/database is very

limited (Table 1) [author datal].

Table 1. Approximate number of legal journals per provider and ranking list
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“Ifindr data (Source: Dr Eric Archambault, President and CEO of Science-Metrix and 1science, (2017), Personal communication)

Successful automatic recognition of reference fields such as Author, Data, and Title fields is

also necessary for cross-linking, and the success of the interlinking is highly dependent on
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lists have well defined and structured reference data, which are relatively easy to
automatically cross-link. On the other hand, the majority of legal publications adhere to the
convention of citing reference in footnotes without providing Reference/Bibliography lists at
the end of the publications. Moreover, citations are often amalgamated within the
explanatory text, which makes automatic cross-referencing even more challenging than that

of the structurally uniformed Reference/Bibliography lists [1].

For a quick overview of the problems of the reference cross-linking of legal publications,
Google Scholar was selected amongst other providers/databases of scientific literature as an

example, as it is by far the largest provider of legal publications.

In summary, there are two major challenges for successfully collecting cites to legal

publication:

I. Even if the legal publishers' content is available for indexing within Google Scholar, the full
text indexing, which is essential for cross-linking references to publications, is not always
available. This is most likely because of the particular arrangements that Google Scholar have
in place with publishers as to what content and to what degree the content could be indexed
by Google Scholar.

2. Even if legal content is available and indexing of full text is permitted by the publishers,

there are technical challenges in automation of cross-linking of references from footnotes.

As a consequence of these challenges it is essential to manually search citations across a large

number of legal content providers/databases and then collate the data.

While this analysis is only a snapshot, it does provide a good overview of what factors play role

i ability of Google Scholar, and other services, to cross-link legal references

A binomial logistic regression was performed on a small set of data - 15 publications with 167
citations, and only secondary materials such as journal articles, book chapters and books
were considered for this analysis - and collected in a large number of legal databases and
Google Scholar following procedure described under Searching for evidence of impact and /
or engagement of legal research below). The purpose of the regression was to examine the
effects of the existence of Bibliography list, provider/database and year of publication on the
likelihood that cross-linking of citations is chanced by Google Scholar. Google Scholar was
selected because coverage of the citing documents (journal articles, book chapters and books)
in Google Scholar was, for the 167 cited references and 15 cited references, 100%, even though
the cross-linking/interception of citations, which was of interest varied between 50-70%

depending on the source of the particular original citation.

The logistic regression model was statistically significant: -2 Log Likelihood ratio= 39.602, p <
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linked by Google Scholar and correctly classified 74% of cases. The existence of the
Bibliography lists were 9 times more likely to result in Google Scholar capturing publications
in the ‘cited by’ list than when the Bibliography lists are absent. Increased age of the
publication was associated with a decreased likelihood of appearing in the ‘cited by’, but
provider/database did not add significantly to the model (the number of providers/databases
in this small datasets had only 4 categories (HeionOnline, Westlaw AU, Taylor and Francis
and ‘other’).

While this analysis is only a snapshot, it does provide a good overview of what factors play
role in ability of Google Scholar, and other services, to cross-link legal references. (Similar
results have been observed for HeinOnline [data not shown]). The ‘capture effect’ is
increasingly complex as Google Scholar captures data not only from publishers but from
many open repositories and aggregators, including institutional repositories which often
provide full text to otherwise protected materials as a result of the various mandates of

funding bodies. This can lead to ‘a diluted’ effect of provider/database.

The process of manually collecting citations to legal publications is very time consuming, and
is not really plausible on a large scale, however, this process does yield good results and
present a more or less complete picture of attention and impact of a particular researcher
(via citations to his/her publications). Below is a proposed list of providers/databases and
other resources, which could be full-text searched in order to collect information on how

often a specific research publication has been cited by others.

The data collated as a result of the process lent itself to measuring seamlessly h-index and
other author/publication level citation metrics. For benchmarking, please see an excellent

discussion at LSE Impact Blog 2]

Searching for evidence of impact and/or engagement of legal research; Databases (legal and
‘other'-subject specific) of scholarly publications, and other resources’

Consulting vast range of scholarly resources below helps reveal a reasonably comprehensive
picture of the impact of author's works within academia, and the use of resources other than
databases of scholarly works, the impact, which is cutside of academia. This is especially important
in light of the recent launch by the Australian Government National Innevation and Science Agenda

(NIBA), which introduced a national impact and engagement assessment
Search: Publication title

+  Google (incl. Domain-specific search)
*  Google Scholar
» Legal Databases
- Austhi
- Westlaw AU
- Thomson Reuters Westlaw
- Westlaw UK
- JustCite
- Heinonline
- Lexis Advance Pacific
- AGIS
- CCH InteliConnect
- Infarmit database

Searching for evidence of impact and/or engagement of legal research: Databases (legal and ‘other’-subject

speci’ﬁc) of scholarly publications, and other resources.
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Searching for evidence of impact and/or engagement of legal research: Databases (legal and
‘other’-subject specific) of scholarly publications, and other resources'

Consulting vast range of scholarly resources below helps reveal a reasonably comprehensive
picture of the impact of author's works within academia, and the use of resources other than
databases of scholarly works, the impact, which is outside of academia. This is especially important
in light of the recent launch by the Australian Government National Innovation and Science Agenda
(NISA), which introduced a national impact and engagement assessment.

Search: Publication title

* Google (incl. Domain-specific search)
» Google Scholar
* Legal Databases
— Austlii
— Westlaw AU
— Thomson Reuters Westlaw
— Westlaw UK
— JustCite
— Heinonline
— Lexis Advance Pacific
- AGIS
— CCH IntelliConnect
— Informit database

* Multidisciplinary database
— Scopus
— Web of Science
» Subject specific databases, eg. PubMed and Embase; Business databases

* Worldcat

» Libraries Australia

* Book Citation Index (via Web of Science)
* Google Books

» Collections of ebooks (subscription based)

Search: Name (incl. variants)

» Google Search and Google Advanced Search (the indicative list of domains is presented in
the table below)

e Hansard
¢ CCH IntelliConnect
e Austlii

Westlaw AU
e« Thomson Reuters Westlaw
» Lexis Advance Pacific
e  Westlaw UK
e Informit database
* Newspapers and current affairs databases
* Factiva
* Internet archive: Way back machine, PandoraTrove; APO Australian Policy Online
e The Conversation
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http://www.arc.gov.au/engagement-and-impact-assessment

Country Government Education | Organisation
Australia .gov.au .edu.au .org

.org.au
New Zealand | .govt.nz .ac.nz .org.nz
Canada .gc.ca (federal)

.gov.bc.ca (replace 'bc’
with  the  province's

abbreviation)
us .gov (federal) | .edu .org
.wa.gov (replace ‘'wa’
with the state's
abbreviation)
UK .gov.uk .ac.uk nhs.uk

Search : Publication title and/or Name (incl. variants)

Altmetric Explorer

Additional searches:

Law Health research:

Search : Publication title and Name

* PubMed (esp. PMC subset)
* Embase

Law Business research:

Seacrh: Publication title and Name

*  Wiley

» Marketline Advantage
 Company360

* Passport GMID

Presenting results of the citation:

A list of a researcher’s publications could be provided in the following format:

Journal article:

Reference. [JIF: xx.x; Ranked a (of b) in Subject Category; Citations: y; Scimago: xx.x; Ranked
a (of b) in Subject Category; Citations: y] (certainly, if the journal is index by either or both, which
is rare)

o List of the publications, which cited above referenced publication

Book chapter/book:

Dr Quentin Pope Tracking legal citation for demonstrating research impact and engagement 16/11/2017



Reference (including editions)
o Number of libraries world-wide holding a copy of the book (all editions)
o0 Prescribed or recommended at:
= List of institutions, where the book has been chosen as a set text or
recommended reading

"1 If a search shows a pointer to a resource that is not listed below, it is beneficial to draw on this and search further
accordingly in the pointed resource even if the resource may not be necessary listed below
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