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Abstract:

Climate fiction—literature dealing explicitly with anthropogenic climate change—gives insight into 
the ethical and social ramifications of this unparalleled environmental crisis. But writing about 
climate change often means engaging with the problem at a global level, where countries like the 
Maldives face inundation from rising sea levels. Writers who are crossing cultural boundaries 
and portraying cultures that are profoundly unfamiliar must learn to become adept at being fully 
present in these other cultures. My novel, Daughter of Bad Times, arose out of the complexities I 
faced when writing about sea-level rise and the population displacement that can follow. In order 
to minimise the risk of epistemic violence, I drew on the work of Kelly Oliver and Marcia Langton 
and their notion of bearing witness to construct an intellectual model to guide the task of writing 
across cultural boundaries in the Anthropocene era. Witnessing means listening, acknowledging, 
and responding to others in a way that is fully present and engaged. This model suggests a way 
forward for writers eager to engage with other cultures through climate fiction.
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Figure 1: Front cover, Daughter of Bad Times, 2019. Sydney: Allen and Unwin.
Figure 2: Front cover, Daughter of Bad Times audiobook, 2019. Wavesound.
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Figure 1: Funding agreement letter (Vanessa Goodwin, personal communication, 8 Nov 2014)
Figure 2: Funding agreement email (Eli Malfia, personal communication, 26 Nov, 2015)
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Figure 1: Front cover, Tas Weekend magazine (2019) June 8-9. 
Figure 2: A. Drucker (June 8-9, 2019) ‘Twists in the Tales’, Tas Weekend, 6-10.
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Figure 1: C. Flynn (2019) ‘Rohan Wilson: Daughter of Bad Times’, retrieved from 
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/culture/books/2019/05/31/daughter-bad-
times/15568920008069

“Any book that addresses the 
Australian malaise directed towards 
refugees must be welcomed. Daughter 
of Bad Times is filled with such talking 
points, and it will be interesting to 
monitor the response to this excellent 
novel of ideas, which proves to be as 
thrilling as it is incendiary.”

-- Chris Flynn, The Saturday Paper.
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Figure 1: L. Sussex (2019) ‘Rohan Wilson’s audacious experiment with climate-change fiction’, 
retrieved from https://www.smh.com.au/entertainment/books/rohan-wilson-s-audacious-
experiment-with-climate-change-fiction-20190627-p521sk.html

“With an experiment of such audacity, 
the question is whether it ultimately 
works. The personal answer is: a 
qualified yes. The research creates 
credibility, the imagination soars, the 
characters are not puppets but people.”

-- Lucy Sussex, The Sydney Morning 
Herald.
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Figure 1: Bradley, J. (2019, Jun 01). Brutal vision of climate gulags. Weekend Australian. Retrieved from 
https://gateway.library.qut.edu.au/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/docview/2233825947?accountid=133
80

“It is often said that one of the central 
challenges of climate change is 
imaginative, that the scale and 
complexity of the problem tend to 
overwhelm our ability to 
conceive of the altered world we are 
hurtling towards. Yet this bracing, brutal 
novel cogently and forensically shows us 
that is not the case, and 
that the future will be just like now, only 
much, much worse.”

-- James Bradley, The Weekend 
Australian.
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Figure 1: Judges’ Report (2019) ‘The University of Queensland Fiction Book Award’, retrieved from 
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/university-queensland-fiction-book-award

“Rohan Wilson’s novel Daughter of Bad 
Times offers an immersive plot 
combined with a simmering undercurrent 
of subtext and a chilling message about 
our times. Set in 2075, the futuristic but 
realistic setting is a familiar extension of 
current issues such as climate change, 
refugees and offshore detention centres, 
with small moments of optimism 
captured amid the horror.”

-- Judges’ Report, Qld Premier’s Literary 
Awards.


