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Abstract:

Climate fiction—literature dealing explicitly with anthropogenic climate change—gives insight into
the ethical and social ramifications of this unparalleled environmental crisis. But writing about
climate change often means engaging with the problem at a global level, where countries like the
Maldives face inundation from rising sea levels. Writers who are crossing cultural boundaries
and portraying cultures that are profoundly unfamiliar must learn to become adept at being fully
present in these other cultures. My novel, Daughter of Bad Times, arose out of the complexities |
faced when writing about sea-level rise and the population displacement that can follow. In order
to minimise the risk of epistemic violence, | drew on the work of Kelly Oliver and Marcia Langton
and their notion of bearing witness to construct an intellectual model to guide the task of writing
across cultural boundaries in the Anthropocene era. Witnessing means listening, acknowledging,
and responding to others in a way that is fully present and engaged. This model suggests a way
forward for writers eager to engage with other cultures through climate fiction.
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Attorney-General

Minister for Justice

Minister for Corrections

Minister for the Arts

Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council
Level 10 10 Murray Street HOBART TAS 7000 Australia

GPO Box 123 HOBART TAS 7001 Austraia

Phe +61 3 6165 7741

Mr Rohan Wilson
Unit 5

88 Elphin Road
NEWSTEAD TAS 7250

Dear Mr Wilson

| refer to your recent application for assistance under the Arts Tasmania 2015 Grants and Loans Program.
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Tasmanian
Government
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| am pleased to advise you that | have approved a grant of $12 000 towards your project, Eaglehawk IDC.

The grant is subject to certain terms and conditions and must comply with State Treasury regulations.
These are explained in the attached documents, which also include general information about this year's

funding round.

This grant is subject to the attached deed being signed and retumed to Arts Tasmania by you within 2
days of the date of this letter, in the absence of which the offer will lapse without further notice unless

otherwise agreed by Arts Tasmania.

Should you have any questions, please direct them to Arts Tasmania at 146 Elizabeth Street, Hobart, or

telephone 03 6165 6666.

| wish you every success with your project.
Yours sincerely
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Dr Vanessa Goodwin MLC
Minister for the Arts
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A Decision has been made on your Application to the Artist Services
To: Rohan Wilson
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Application Reforence: 215625
Name: El Maifa

Email: o malfa@australiacouncil gov.au
Ph: (02) 92159023

26 November 2015

Ants. e EAGLEHAWK IDC.

3 Choose Apply for a grant.
4. Find your application under the Submitted grant applications heading.
5. Click on the yollow Check decision bution.

B3 Inbox - iCloud

26 November 2016 3t 4:24 pm

offer,
Canl accept the funding agreement by smail?

When can | tell peaple about my grant?

o 11.DEC-2015. Afior grant. Aful
‘assessing this round of applications.

‘about your ot
Regards,

Frank Panucci
Execuive Director of Granis
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Rohan Wilson
Daughter of Bad
Times

Great science fiction often tackles portentous real-world events. The
genre provides a heady platform for the extrapolation of ideas,
imagining what might happen if a current situation were pushed to
extremes. Tasmanian-born author Rohan Wilson embraces the liberty
of genre conventions in his latest book. Having thus far examined his
home state’s brutal colonial history in the novels The Roving Party
and To Name Those Lost, he changes tack by leaping five decades into
the future with Daughter of Bad Times, a layered novel that can be
read as a doomed love story, a climate change warning and a searing
commentary on Australian refugee policy.

Yamaan Ali Umair and Rin Braden are a young couple in love. Rin’s
mother is the CEO of Cabey-Yasuda Corrections, a company that
exploits climate refugees by keeping them in servitude with the
promise of an eventual visa. Yamaan is a Maldivian poet and house
cleaner who, after a tumultuous romance with Rin and an island-
ending tsunami, winds up in a Tasmanian CYC facility manufacturing

SHARE

Reviewer: Chris Flynn
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The news you
need.
Delivered free to
your inbox.
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“Any book that addresses the
Australian malaise directed towards
refugees must be welcomed. Daughter
of Bad Times is filled with such talking
points, and it will be interesting to
monitor the response to this excellent
novel of ideas, which proves to be as
thrilling as it is incendiary.”

-- Chris Flynn, The Saturday Paper.
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Figure 1: L. Sussex (2019) ‘Rohan Wilson’s audacious experiment with climate-change fiction’,
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It would be reductive but not entirely incorrect to say that in many ways historical fiction and science fiction are two sides of the same coin. Both, after all, have
their roots in traditions associated with popular romance and popular fiction — and therefore are often derided as less serious than other genres.

Both are also concerned with questions of worldbuilding, and the creation — or recreation — of richly detailed imaginary societies. But, more fundamentally,
both are less about the worlds they depict than our own.

As Henry James — who famously dismissed historical fiction as “humbug” — understood, historical novels are inextricably creatures of their moment, reflecting
our preoccupations and concerns back at us.

Likewise, science fiction's fascination with imaginative futures is at least partly about those futures’ capacity to refract the present, allowing them to become a
prism through which our own world is rendered strange enough for us to see it anew.

It's a similarity that is written deep into the fabric of the new novel from multi-award-winning novelist Rohan Wilson, Daughter of Bad Times. For while
Launceston-born Wilson's first two novels, The Roving Party and To Name Those Lost, were set amid the violence of Tasmania's frontier wars, and Daughter
of Bad Times is set half a century from now in a climate-ravaged future, all are, in some deep sense, novels about our contested and unsettled present and,
more particularly, the viol of di: and how government policy seeks to elide it.

The new novel centres on Yamaan Ali Umair and Rin Braden. Yamaan is Maldivian, one of the survivors of a tsunami that wiped the already half-flooded island
nation off the face of the planet.

Rinis the -American adopti of Al dra Braden, CEO of Cabey-Yasuda. A multi | with a backg d in private prisons, Cabey-
Yasuda has monetised the climate crisis by offering governments refugee detention and processing facilities, or what might be better described as privately run
labour camps. As Rin deadpans at one point: “We build McDungeons. We profit out of people’s misery” As the novel begins, Yamaan is interned in Cabey-
Yasuda's facility at Eaglehawk in Tasmania, along with several thousand more survivors of the that finally the Maldives. Lured there by
trapped in a nigt ish hi-tech workhouse, a place

the promise of visas and resettiements, Yamaan and his fellow internees have instead found th
where they race to meet impossible quotas with no hope of escape.

“It is often said that one of the central
challenges of climate change is
imaginative, that the scale and
complexity of the problem tend to
overwhelm our ability to

conceive of the altered world we are
hurtling towards. Yet this bracing, brutal
novel cogently and forensically shows us
that is not the case, and

that the future will be just like now, only
much, much worse.”

-- James Bradley, The Weekend
Australian.
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(el Figure 1: Judges’ Report (2019) ‘The University of Queensland Fiction Book Award’, retrieved from
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